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Bird-Banding Winter 1975 deemed it worthwhile to report life spans of 18 or fewer years. These reports emphasized the desirability of assembling my data on the Laysan.
The information presented here on the longevity of the Laysan Albatross came from two sources: (1) the data in the files of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the recapture of birds over extended periods of time (In many instances, however, there was no information on the total number banded, or exactly where they had been banded on Midway Atoll, on the age at banding, or on their sex.); and (2) our recapture of specific percentages of birds of unknown sex banded by other persons in areas we regularly searched and to which we could justifiably assign minimum ages on the basis of the season of banding, according to the expected occurrence of different age groups on Midway (Fisher and Fisher, 1969).
The first sample source included 1,057 albatrosses recaptured prior to 1967, none of which we had banded, and 14,420 albatrosses we recaptured in 1972-73 (Table 1 ). The second source was 40 It was thought to be useless, in a study of longevity of this longlived species, to include data on survival for fewer than 10 years.
In their entirety, and without any further theoretical extensions, the data on the Laysan showed a minimum percent survival of adults to various minimum ages as follows: 13% to 20 years, 24% to 25 years, 9% to 30 years, 2% to 35 years, 7% to 38 years, and 3% to 40 or more years. It is also to be noted that a minimum of 5% of the fledglings survived to 29 years in one sample.
There are some obvious inconsistencies that require explanation. The 13% survival to 20 years may be too low; the recapture data came from records accumulated over the years, records obviously obtained incidental to other efforts. The possible discrepancy is further emphasized by the observed 24% survival to 25 years, from the same accumulation of records. However, the 13% is in reasonable agreement with derivations from our data on mortality, being published elsewhere, which makes suspect the observed 24% survival to 25 years. The 9% survival to 30 years (Table 1) is perhaps atypically high, in view of the observed 5% survival of fledglings to age 29. The 2% survival to 35 years, based on a sample of •i4 birds of assigned age appears low. There is no reason, other than the possible bias created by assigning ages, to question the percentages observed surviving to 38 or more years. They do appear high, especially in view of the fact that the birds' lives must have spanned all the period of disruptions on Midway caused by World War II.
Although percentages of survival cannot be assigned to the raw data on recaptures in 1972-73 (Table 1) , it is evident that there were at least 51 birds 30 or more years old and at least 11 that were 40 or more years of age. It is further significant that 39 of these old birds were known to be nesting.
In summary, we may generalize that observed longevity in the Laysan Albatross is in the general order of 13% to 20 years, and, summing the data of Table 2 into a single sample of 742 albatrosses, we obtain the percentages indicated (Table 3) for birds 30 or more years of age.
The information on life expectancy is presented in Table 3 and he assumed a fiat 9.1% annual mortality after the birds fledged, as well as a static population. Tickell (1968:48) has suggested that the 9.1% mortality may be twice too high. It would also appear, as Westerskov noted, that the assumption of any constant rate of mortality was invalid, and no evidence was presented to show that the population was stable in numbers.
Tickell ( Although sex could not be considered in this report, it is unlikely that there are sexual differences in longevity. We have found no sexual variation in the mortality in the Laysan Albatross, and none has been reported in the mortality studies on other albatrosses. ACKNO 
